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DEAR MR TONIN,

We have learned from publications in the media in North Macedonia that you have
expressed a position regarding the upcoming discussion in the EP of the progress report on
North Macedonia, that ‘there is no reason for Bulgarians to be concerned’, and also that you
have called the report in question ‘very balanced one, even in some places very pro-Bulgarian,
because it includes all Bulgarian opinions’. You have also stated: ‘Regarding the Macedonian
language and identity, I did not know that this was such a big problem in Bulgaria. I heard from
some Bulgarian colleagues that the Macedonian language is just a dialect of Bulgarian, but I
must say that it is not the job of MEPs or the EP to decide. This is the task of linguists or
historians. We assess the current situation in North Macedonia and talk about the present-day
Macedonian language and identity.’

As an organization representing the interests of more than 400 thousand descendants of
refugees and migrants from the territory of present-day North Macedonia, we would like to
draw your attention to the following facts.

1. No one in Bulgaria has ever denied the modern Macedonian identity and language.
However, we are fighting to grant human rights to those citizens of North Macedonia who,
despite daily repression and hate speech, have preserved their Bulgarian identity, including the
right to continue to call their mother tongue Bulgarian, as all the Revival Period figures and
revolutionaries from the geographical region of Macedonia did!
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2. The understanding that North Macedonia and Bulgaria have bilateral disputes is a
propaganda narrative of the administration in Skopje and Belgrade. At the end of 1944, a bloody
internal conflict began in present-day North Macedonia, which continues to this day. Bulgaria
not only remained silent for a long time but even supported the repressive regime in Skopje due
to the dominance of Communist ideology and Moscow's pressure. Only after the establishment
of democracy in Bulgaria did the Bulgarian state dare to support Bulgarians in North Macedonia
who were fighting for their human rights.

3. As a Slovenian, you should know that the democratic Slovenian emigration had
supported the struggling Bulgarians in the territory of today's North Macedonia long before
Bulgaria.

4. Macedonian Bulgarians have repeatedly expressed support for Slovenia's struggle for
independence from former Yugoslavia.

EXAMPLES OF SUPPORT AND COOPERATION BETWEEN SLOVENIANS AND
BULGARIANS IN MACEDONIA AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR

The new cooperation between Slovenians and Macedonian Bulgarians against their
common suffering under the Serbo-Communist regime began in 1950. Then, at the 29th
Congress of the Macedonian Patriotic Organization (MPO), which was held in Gary, Indiana,
Slovenian Mirko Geretic, editor of the émigré Slovenska Drzava newspaper, was present. He
appealed for ‘common and joint efforts ... for the crushing of today's Titoslavia’. At this
congress, a special declaration was adopted, also affecting the future of Slovenia — extended
were ‘the most cordial and fraternal sincere greetings to ... the Slovenian fighters for freedom
and independence. The manifested unanimity of the representatives of ... the Slovenians, so
solemnly proclaimed before the delegates and guests of the MPO Congress, is a wonderful
beginning of historical significance for the common struggle that we are all waging against our
common enemy Tito and his despotic Communist regime.’

The first mass demonstration in the common struggle of Slovenians and Macedonian
Bulgarians was on November 5, 1950. Then a protest rally of Slovenians and Macedonian
Bulgarians was held in Chicago, which was also joined by Croats. At this demonstration, the
spokesman for the Macedonian Bulgarians was Metodi Chanev. He stated that ‘a regime led by
the dictator Tito has been imposed in Yugoslavia, which does not have the slightest trace of true
democracy... Especially in Macedonia, Tito’s regime is not much different from the regime of
the Serbian royal dynasties. Although Macedonia was declared one of the six federal republics
of Yugoslavia, the orders for its regulations come from Belgrade. Moreover, Tito’s government
ordered that a new language, called ‘Macedonian,’ be taught in schools. This language... is
mixed with many Serbian words, foreign to the local population. Through it, the aim is to
SerbiSerbianisey the Macedonian Bulgarians in other ways... We do not recognize today’s
Yugoslavia.’

A manifesto to the international community was adopted at this gathering. It stated, with
regard to Macedonia, that the aim of the policy pursued by Belgrade was ‘to Serbianise the
Macedonian population, which for centuries, according to the confessions of all prominent



philologists, has spoken only Bulgarian. The Communist rulers have denied the thousand-year-
old culture and education of the Macedonian Bulgarians.’

This document stated, with regard to Slovenia: ‘The people in general are being
destroyed in the most brutal way and the borders from Italy, Austria and Hungary are
hermetically sealed, so that no one can escape. The Slovenians were cruelly persecuted by the
Nazi German occupiers during the last war. Many of the Slovenians were deceived by the
Communists with promises during the time of the heavy occupation, but now it is even more
disappointing than it was during the German, Italian and Hungarian occupation. The only way
out of this terrible situation is the creation of an independent Slovenia, which would include the
entire Slovenian people within its borders.’

The following important political program was put forward: ‘The peoples of Yugoslavia
have never had the opportunity to freely and democratically express whether they wish to be
governed by Belgrade and whether they accept the state complex thus constructed in the
Balkans. Therefore, we deny Yugoslavia as a state-political concept... We stand for free and
independent Croatia, Macedonia and Slovenia, which will form into their own completely free
and democratic state units, governed by the local population themselves.” (Appendix 1).

During the following period, various forms of cooperation between Slovenians and
Macedonian Bulgarians took place. In 1953, the Slovenian National Union in the USA
congratulated the 32nd Congress of the MPO. In 1955, the MPO adopted a resolution stating
that ‘the present tyranny of the Serbo-Communists cannot be permanent. The Bulgarians of
Macedonia would not submit to the new slavery for anything in the world. Together with the
Slovenians... they will work for the day to come when Slovenia will be the truly free and
independent state, when Macedonia will also be a truly free and independent state.” (Appendix
2).

In 1963, the Macedonian Bulgarians declared that Belgrade was robbing Slovenia. In
1966, 1967, 1968 and 1969, the Macedonian Bulgarians repeatedly expressed their support for
Slovenian freedom and independence. The Slovenians also sympathized with the struggles of
the Macedonian Bulgarians. On October 1, 1965, the Toronto-based newspaper Slovenska
Drzava wrote that the solution to the Macedonian question could be achieved through ‘the
creation of a free and independent Macedonia, where all nationalities: Bulgarians, Aromanians,
Greeks, Albanians, Jews, Turks, and so on, will enjoy absolutely equal rights.’

These documents clearly show the deep internal conflict on the territory of present-day
North Macedonia, to which Bulgaria had absolutely no involvement at that time. Slovenian
support for the Macedonian Bulgarians is also evident.

In 1991, present-day North Macedonia, under the pressure of circumstances, formally
separated from Yugoslavia, but Serbian influence in it not only remained, but is now
strengthening to such an extent that the authorities in Skopje only formally speak of a desire for
membership in the European Union, while at the same time work for Belgrade's foreign policy
program ‘Serbian World’, which is a scaled-down model of Putin's ‘Russian World’. The
Yugoslav secret services UDBA and KOS in the territory of North Macedonia remained
unreformed and retained their main characteristic — anti-Bulgarianism.

You state that there is no reason for the Bulgarians in North Macedonia to be concerned,
but since this statement of yours is not true, allow us to present you



SOME INDICATIVE EXAMPLES OF REPRESSIONS AGAINST BULGARIANS

The case of Maria Stoimenova, who was arrested on October 6, 1995, is indicative. She
is the only one who dared to describe the methods of ill-treatment used by the Macedonian
police. The reason for her arrest was her family ties with Alekso Stoimenov from Strumica, a
long-time political emigrant in Belgium, close to the leader of the Macedonian liberation
movement Ivan Mihaylov. M. Stoimenova described the behaviour of the police in the
following way: ‘I got ready and went to the toilet, at that moment the female persona entered
with me and while I was performing the most intimate need — a physiological need, she stood
next to me. When this happened, I was wondering at that moment whether I was a human being
and whether I had any human rights.’

Here is the topic of the interrogation itself: ‘They started with a threat, with which they
made me understand that I had to tell everything, from the beginning with the first arrival of
Alekso Stoimenov, to remember when he came, with whom he came, why, at which border he
entered, with whom he met, how he spoke, how long he stayed in Macedonia, whom he called,
what ideas he had, for what purpose he was in Macedonia, why he comes to us, where he moves
around Macedonia? And if I don't say all this, and if I don't tell my life for these 3-4 years,
where I went every day, and if [ don't admit that I have carried out the assassination attempt on
Kiro Gligorov, I'm finished, my personal file will be changed and that I will spend 20 years in
prison. The conversation began: Come on, tell us when Alekso Stoimenov first came to Skopje
and who he met in Skopje, what did he say..., where I went, what did I do..., how many times I
have been to Bulgaria, what from Bulgaria I brought to Macedonia, what Alekso gives me to
bring here to Skopje’.

And here is the description of the physical torture itself: ‘One of the inspectors told me:
well, if you don't want to admit kindly that you did the assassination attempt on Kiro Gligorov,
it'll have to be badly, and that they don't have the nerve to deal with me. He went out and after
5 minutes came back with a baton, started bragging, first started hitting the wall, then the desk
and yelling at me: Do you see what's going to happen to you? First, he started pushing me with
his hand gradually towards the wall and when he reached the wall, he started hitting me into it
saying: You're very strong, stronger than the wall, let's see if you're stronger than the baton too...
What was happening to me, just as | was mistreated and humiliated, the same was applied to
my husband, with the difference that he was beaten mercilessly... On the sixth day I collapsed
from hunger and insomnia’.

And after leaving the police station, M. Stoimenova's problems did not end: ‘We called
for first aid by phone. When we said who we were and what we wanted, they answered that
they could not come, they told us to go to our nearest medical centre, that they could not offer
us help. We searched everywhere in Skopje to give us a medical certificate for our injuries. Not
a single doctor wanted to give us and sign a certificate with the words: We do not dare, and we
will be imprisoned.” (Appendix 3).

This is happening in North Macedonia — a country that, despite its formal status as an
EU candidate member state, continues to be under strong influence from Belgrade. To
understand the scale of the repression, we will point out the latest mass example of violence
and manipulation during the 2021 census of the population of North Macedonia. Only
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Bulgarians were asked to provide proof to show that they were Bulgarians. In some cases, they
showed their Bulgarian ID cards, and in this way, 20,000 people had their identities changed,
being registered as dual citizens, not as Bulgarians. And another 100,000 citizens of North
Macedonia were not visited by census takers. We know that lists of people with Bulgarian
identity were compiled in advance, and the authorities told census takers not to visit and not to
count the households of Bulgarians.

In view of everything stated here, we appeal to you, when the EP considers the report
on North Macedonia, to take an active civic position and protect the human rights of Bulgarians
in this country. If necessary, we are ready to provide you with additional information, or to
assist in organizing meetings with repressed Bulgarians in North Macedonia.

Respectfully,
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Prof. Trendafil Mitev, Assoc. Prof. Spas Ilija Stojanovski
DSc Tashev, DSc

SECRETARY: W

Dimitar M. Dimitrov

This address is also supported by the New Political Emigration of Macedonian Bulgarians,
represented by Blagoy Shatorov and Goran Serafimov.
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Translation from Bulgarian (old orthography)

MANIFESTO

On November 5, 1950, representatives of Americans of Croatian, Macedonian, and Slovenian
origin, gathered at a general assembly in Chicago, Illinois, having carefully considered both
the internal and external situation of Yugoslavia, felt it their duty to present to world public
opinion the following conclusions:

1. The current communist regime under dictator Tito differs in no way from the pre-war
dictatorial regimes, when the Serbian royal dynasties ruled the country. Tito's internal and
foreign policy, although cloaked in new formulas, remains anti-democratic and totalitarian.
Despite the country's formal division into six federal republics, in reality all power is
concentrated in Belgrade, from where Tito and his communist clique govern the country by
decree. All the rhetoric in Tito’s newspapers and the statements of his loyal followers,
claiming that Yugoslavia is democratic, serve only to mislead foreign public opinion.

The prisons in Croatia, Macedonia, Slovenia, and Montenegro are full of intellectuals, priests,
peasants, and citizens who disagree with the regime’s decrees. Private property and individual
initiative have been destroyed. Farmers’ produce is confiscated by the state at prices fixed by

the communists, which has led many peasants to refuse to sow their land with the designated
crops.

All of Yugoslavia has been turned into a police state. Tito’s quarrel with Cominform cannot
make his regime appear more acceptable to the outside world if it is judged by genuine
democratic standards. His rule remains dictatorial and totalitarian. In his dispute with
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Cominform, Tito aims to prove himself a better communist than those in Soviet Russia and its
satellite states. The press is controlled and subsidized by the state; political gatherings are
organized by the state; churches are governed by state orders; and during “elections,” there is
only one candidate list — the state’s, i.e. Tito’s and his clique’s.

2. In Croatia, since Tito came to power, the situation is as follows:

The people have been stripped of their basic human rights and reduced to utter misery.
Political and religious representatives have either been executed, live in exile, or are
imprisoned — as is the case with Archbishop Stepinac and many others.

Since the communists seized power, over 400,000 people have been killed in Croatia. It is
doubtful whether even 2% of the Croatian population supports the communist regime. That is
why in the so-called Croatian government in Zagreb, there are more Serbs than Croats. The
current situation in Croatia is intolerable, and the communist regime relies solely on the secret
police, regular police, the militia, and its party structures.

3. In Macedonia, since Tito came to power, the situation is as follows:

After destroying all civil, political, and religious rights of the population and suppressing
private initiative — the engine of any economic progress — the prisons in Skopje, Bitola, and
elsewhere have been filled with intellectuals, citizens, and peasants from all corners of the
country. The population is not allowed to present opposition lists but is forced to vote for the
single list approved by the communists in every election. At the head of the so-called
“Macedonian Federal Republic” are Tito's appointees, whose only qualification is being
obedient members of the Communist Party.

Belgrade has ordered the local population to be taught a new, artificially created language
called “Macedonian”. This language is a mixture of various dialects constantly infused with
Serbianisms. The goal is to Serbianize the Macedonian population, which — according to all
prominent philologists — has spoken only Bulgarian for centuries. The communist authorities
have denied the thousand-year-old culture and education of the Macedonian Bulgarians and
have begun rewriting history, starting from October 11, 1944. Anyone who dares to demand
their linguistic, political, or civil rights is, under communist regulations, declared an enemy of
the state, an agent of American capitalism and Wall Street, and is sent to prison under
expedited judicial procedures. The population is economically ruined. Hunger and misery
prevail in all cities and villages. In such conditions, people rightfully feel like the enslaved
Egyptian laborers of pharaonic times...

4. In Slovenia, since Tito assumed power, the situation is as follows:

The population is being destroyed in the harshest way. The borders with Italy, Austria, and
Hungary are hermetically sealed to prevent any escape. Slovenians were brutally persecuted
by the Nazi German occupiers during the last war. Many Slovenians were misled by
communist promises during the difficult occupation years, but now they are even more
disillusioned than during the German, Italian, or Hungarian occupations. The only way out of
this dreadful situation is the creation of an independent Slovenia, which should unite the
entire Slovenian nation within its own borders.



5. Similar conditions exist in what was once the proud kingdom of Montenegro, which was
incorporated into both the former and current Yugoslavia through violence.

Having considered the above facts, we also feel it our duty to present the following:
MANIFESTO

1. Yugoslavia, as a state-political entity, is an artificial construct. It was created without any
free, democratic consultation of the people. The farcical constitutional referenda organized by
Tito to form the federal republics — modeled on the Soviet system — were in no way
genuine popular plebiscites. The peoples of Yugoslavia have never had the opportunity to
freely and democratically express whether they wished to be ruled from Belgrade, or whether
they accepted the state structure imposed on the Balkans. Therefore, we reject Yugoslavia as a
state-political concept.

2. The term “Yugoslav” — a creation of the Serbian royal dynasty since 1929 — does not reflect
the national identities of Croatia, Macedonia, and Slovenia. It was created with the aim of
erasing the historical, cultural, and national characteristics of these lands, preserved over
many centuries. Therefore, we categorically reject this name.

3. We support the establishment of free and independent Croatia, Macedonia, and Slovenia as
fully sovereign and democratic states, governed by their own populations. Only through the
voluntary will of the peoples currently living in Yugoslavia, and with truly guaranteed
democratic rights, can there be peace and economic progress — not only in Yugoslavia, but
also across the entire Balkan Peninsula.

Appendix 1

A joint manifesto of Macedonian Bulgarians, Slovenes and Croats for a joint struggle against
the Serbo-Communist regime in Yugoslavia. 5 November 1950.

Source: Makedonska Tribuna (Macedonian Tribune). Indianapolis, November 16, 1950.



0 BOPYHECKHUA CJIOBEHCKH HAPOAb

TpuieCeTh M YCTBBPTHATD [O-
AHUICHD KOHTpech Ha Mare1ouc-
KHTH IMOJIHTHYCCKH ODraifM3d-
uHH 8% Ceeaunenanth laTu, Ka-
vaia. bpasuwaus y Hosa 3eaas-
JHS, CBCTOAID Ce Ha 4, 5 i U cen
temspHit, 1955 roauna, b Kiuse
Jaanan, Oxaiio, C©b HacTOAUCTO
J14Ba H3pa3b Ha OparckuTh uvB-
cTBa. KOHTO Kourpeca tau KbMb
OpaTHTa CJAOBEHUHM, TIPHHYICHH
1d CTPazarb 3a@IHO Ch MaKeI1Oil
udTh BH 00ULlaTa THMHHIIA HA Ha-

poauth, Hapeuena lOrocasus.
| Otv BpH3KUTH W MO3HAHCTBA-
‘ITa, KOHTO HMAMe Cb AHBVIUHTS
Bb AMEPHKA CJIOBEHIM, HHE 3da-
eMb MHOFO 100pe KakBO OTHOIUE
‘luHe Th UMATH KBMB KOMYEHCTH-
"|ucckHa  pemHMDB Ha AHRTATOP2
Tuto. [lpexkpacHaTa CIOBIHCKa 32

Ha Ha cTpaiaunuata. Bebka cgobo
33 Ha Hapojaa e oTHeTa. NvodaBa-
ta J00.1sHa, KRIETO MHOro cry |
AEHTH OTh MarkeIOHHA CAR Cied-
BA.14 BHCLUMTH CH HAVKH, IHECH €
M30JKpaHa OTH 3anaidusi CobTb
—O0Tb ¢B0001aTa H IAEMOKPAUHS
T4. '
Ho nexa pbpBave CHIHO Bb OR
Jeuieto. JlHeulHaTa THDAHHsI HA
CBPOO-KOMYHHCTHTD He MOme 1a |
ox1e tpatma. bbaraputd oT1H
Makezouus HbMa 3a HHui0 Hal
cBBTa 1a ce MOIYHUHATDH HA HUBO
TO poOCTBO. 3a€AHO Cb CI0BCH- |
unth H xbpBaTHTh T 1e pader|,
AT, 34 43 A0HJe 1eHbTD, KOrato |
CaoseHus we OAR1€ HCTHHCKATA |
CBOOOJHA M HE3aBHCHMA ABpPAA- |
Bd, KOrato ¥ Makezonusi uie Oa- |
1€ HCTHUHCKH ¢B0OOIHA ¥ He3asu !

Msl JHeCH € NPEBLPHATA BD LWIH- 'CHMA AbPAaBa. ]
z x 4

Translation from Bulgarian (old orthography)
TO THE STRUGGLING SLOVENIAN PEOPLE

The Thirty-Fourth Annual Congress of the Macedonian Political Organizations in the United
States, Canada, Brazil, and New Zealand, held on September 4, 5, and 6, 1955, in Cleveland,
Ohio, hereby expresses its fraternal sentiments toward our Slovenian brothers, who, like the
Macedonians, are forced to suffer under the darkness that has engulfed the nations within
Yugoslavia.

Through our relationships and acquaintances with Slovenians living in America, we are well
aware of their stance toward the communist regime of dictator Tito. The beautiful Slovenian
land has today been turned into a valley of suffering. All freedoms of the people have been
taken away. The lovely city of Ljubljana, where many students from Macedonia once pursued
higher education, is now isolated from the Western world — from freedom and democracy.
Yet let us hold firm faith in the future. Today's tyranny of the Serbo-Communists cannot be
permanent. The Bulgarians of Macedonia will never submit to this new form of slavery.
Together with the Slovenians and Croats, they will work tirelessly for the day when Slovenia
will become a truly free and independent state — and so will Macedonia become a truly free
and independent state.

Appendix 2

Greetings from the Macedonian Bulgarians to the struggling Slovenian people.
Source: Makedonska Tribuna (Macedonian Tribune). Indianapolis, September 29, 1955.
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Appendix 3

Part of Maria Stoimenova's written account of the physical and psychological violence inflicted
on her in present-day North Macedonia in 1995.
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