ASSOCIATION

DESCENDANTS OF THE REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS FROM THE TERRITORY OF
THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA AND FRIENDS

Str. "Knyaz Alexander I" N2 16, Entr. B, app. 2, 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

+359 878 651 865; +359 888 811 153

Sofia, 17 June 2025

TO:

MS HENNA VIRKKUNEN, EXECUTIVE VICE-
PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
FOR TECHNOLOGICAL SOVEREIGNTY, SECURITY
AND DEMOCRACY

MS KAJA KALLAS, HIGH REPRESENTATIVE FOR
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND SECURITY POLICY

MR RAFFAELE FITTO, EXECUTIVE VICE-
PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
FOR COHESION AND REFORMS

MS MARTA KOS, COMMISSIONER FOR
ENLARGEMENT

MR MICHAEL MCGRATH, COMMISSIONER FOR
DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND
CONSUMER PROTECTION

MR THOMAS WAITZ, RAPPORTEUR ON NORTH
MACEDONIA IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

ALL MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

SUBJECT: VIOLATION OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN THE CASE OF LYUPCHO
GEORGIEVSKI FROM BITOLA, NORTH MACEDONIA, ANORTH MACEDONIAN AND

BULGARIAN CITIZEN

DEAR SIR OR MADAM,

On 29 January 2025, we addressed you regarding a judicial case in North Macedonia
against its citizen Lyupcho Georgievski. He is the chairman of the Bulgarian Ivan Mihaylov
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Cultural Club, established in 2020 and banned in 2023. The proceedings were initiated based
on a complaint from Levica, the far-leftist pro-Russian and pro-Serbian party.

Mr Georgievski was charged with inciting racism and xenophobia via electronic means
by quoting statements of Ivan Mihaylov — the last leader of the authentic Internal Macedonian
Revolutionary Organization (IMRO), established in 1893. The court considered that these
quotations allegedly denied the uniqueness of the Macedonian nation. He was also accused of
publishing texts in standard Bulgarian and of questioning the official historical narrative
regarding the development of the Macedonian language.

On 12 June 2025, the Basic Court in Bitola sentenced Mr Georgievski to one year in
prison, suspended for two years (Appendix 1). The judgment states that he ‘knew that in a
discriminatory manner he would incite hatred and intolerance based on ethnicity, language,
religion, and social status... allowed the placement of a sign at the association's office entrance
bearing a quote by Ivan Mihaylov denying the separateness of the Macedonian nation... and as
administrator of the Facebook page of the Ivan Mihaylov Cultural Club, used a computer
system to promote ideas encouraging hatred and discrimination based on ethnic and other
beliefs.’

This ruling is not based on Mr Georgievski’s own statements, but rather on the act of
quoting a historical figure — an act that in democratic societies falls under the protection of
freedom of expression.

We note with concern that the abbreviation IMRO is part of the name of the current
ruling party in North Macedonia: VMRO-DPMNE, a party with no ideological connection to
the original organization. Despite its formal pro-European rhetoric, this party engages in actions
that destabilize the region of the Central Balkans and undermine democratic principles.

The prosecution of Mr Georgievski reflects a Yugoslav-era legacy of suppressing dissent
and rewriting history by restricting freedom of speech. This case aims to intimidate citizens
who engage with historical truth. For this reason, we had urged EU representatives to observe
the trial. Unfortunately, no European institution showed interest, which only encouraged the
repressive tendencies of the regime in Skopje.

We are particularly disheartened by the inaction of Mr Thomas Waitz, Rapporteur on
North Macedonia, who failed to investigate this politically motivated trial. The draft report on
North Macedonia being prepared in the European Parliament is unbalanced and one-sided,
based solely on meetings with government officials in Skopje and none with repressed citizens
who preserve their Bulgarian identity despite daily hate speech and repression.

The political discourse in North Macedonia is riddled with contradictions. For instance,
the VMRO-DPMNE ruling party, founded in 1990, claims continuity with the historical IMRO,
including its congresses held under Ivan Mihaylov's leadership in 1925, 1928, and 1932. The
party even includes these congresses in its official numbering.

Currently, there are two museums of the Macedonian struggle: in Skopje and Shtip, both
featuring wax figures of Ivan Mihaylov (Appendix 2). In 1995, the Skopje-based Menora
Publishing House released Mihaylov’s theoretical work Macedonia: Switzerland of the Balkans
in the Macedonian language codified in 1945 (Appendix 3), a book originally published in the
USA in 1950 in both Bulgarian and English (Appendices 4 and 5). At the time, the book enjoyed
favourable reviews from leading European politicians and media.

Clearly, Ivan Mihaylov is a known and recognized historical figure in North Macedonia.
We can present hundreds of pages of evidence from the files of the Yugoslav secret police
UDBA, which clearly show that representatives of the democratic opposition in the territory of
present-day North Macedonia were persecuted and eliminated as followers of Ivan Mihaylov.
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Yet, while the state promotes selective aspects of his legacy, it continues to harshly punish those
who publicly quote him or disseminate documents of the historical IMRO in their original
Bulgarian form. All IMRO congress documents — from its foundation in 1893 onward — were
written in standard Bulgarian and refer to the population of Macedonia as Bulgarians, not ethnic
Macedonians. Today, acknowledging these facts is criminalized in North Macedonia, where
freedom of expression is severely restricted.

In light of these developments, we reiterate our call for European institutions to review
their conduct in the case of Lyupcho Georgievski and defend his fundamental rights. The court
ruling constitutes a violation of Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights. A
country that systematically suppresses free speech and falsifies history has no place in the
European Union unless it reforms and breaks with its totalitarian past.

We therefore appeal to EU institutions responsible for the rule of law, democracy, and
enlargement, to closely monitor political processes in North Macedonia and to consider
imposing sanctions on officials who violate human rights and propagate hate against the local
Bulgarian community.

Respectfully,
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Prof. Trendafil Mitev, Assoc. Prof. Spas Ilija Stojanovski
DSc Tashev, DSc

SECRETARY: W

Dimitar M. Dimitrov

This presentation is also supported by the New Political Emigration of Macedonian Bulgarians,
represented by Blagoy Shatorov and Goran Serafimov.



ATTACHMENTS

K-2R0:23

OBNACTA, KIKD DO HEro ywecTaysane camo Byrapk » A0 nexaae Posarun..”

- Ha 27,07.2022 ropmia 11 Byrapcor jaxux obBUHETHOT KIKD 3AMHHHCTPATOP 0Gjankn rexct
€O KO OO MOIMPA VCTOPUCKMOT PA3BOJ HA MEKEQOHCKWOT jamank xaxo noceben jasmx » CA
WaBeayea aexa ,THTO @ TaTxoro, Bnaxe Koweckn majeara, a Xopac fleHT akywepkaTa
Ml "HOROCOIAAREHNOT MAKEAOHCKM ja3MK",

- Ha 17.04.2022 rogwua 1a Gyrapcxn ja3uk OBBMHETHOT XKD AnMWIMCTPaTOp OBjaawn
TeKoT co cnepKata compwnka: Kaxo wro MyTwe me cosnane fowerckara Hapoaxa
PenyGnusa u Nyxancxata Haponua PenyBnica 80 oxynwpanmar fonGac, raxa Turo ja
coanane Maxenowcxara Hapoana PenyGnmka MaxeqoMwja BO MAWarTa OxynwpaHa
TaroauHa®.

- Ha 16.03.2022 roguua, Ha Byrapemt jasuk oB8MHETMOT KaKd AAMMHMCTRATOP OGjasnn
TEXCT CO CNEAHATA COADKMHE .AKD BOONWTO TPEGa A8 CF NPADK aHaNorWja, Toa & mefy
coananenaTa wa Gyrapckd eTvwNKka TepuTopuja B0 1945 roanHa Hapoawa Penybnuka
Maxenounja u doneuxata Hapoara PenyGnuka coaganeda on PycknoT oxynatop, Kaxo
wro Maxeposckara ‘Hapogua PanyBnmea” Sewe cO3Ra0EHA 04 PYCKMOT OKyNaTop,

o wro of THOY npC PEM W NOTTMKMYBAN OMPA33 M AWCKPUMWHELMA Cnpesa
HACHEAHMUMTE, nNOuKTYBauuTe W npogonwyeaswwte wa Cojysor Ha Gopuwre oA
HapoaHoocnoBoauTenHaTa u ANTHGAWWCTHIKETE BojHa HA Maxeaonwja 1941-1945 » cipema
DPMREANNUMTE K8 MAKEAOHCKMOT KBPOS YMj MAJYMH [AINK 8 MBKBIOHCKWOT,

Co xou aejcTenja 0GEMHETHOT NOA TONKE L OF HIPEKaTa CTOPKA NPOACITKEHO KPHBUUHD
neno MpeanIsnkysaie OMPaa, pajaop Wn HEeTPNENWBOCT BP3 HALWOHANHA, PACHA, BepCKa
W ADYTB OMCKDHMIHATOPNG OCHOBa" of 4neH 319 cram 1 oo ynen 45 c1as 1 04 Kpwoswenor
JAKOHMK M CO AejcTanjara nog Touxa Il 04 M3PEXaTa CTOPWA NPOMAONMEHD XPHERYHO AeNo
JAUwpene na pacucTwari W Kcenohobian MATEpU[an NO NAT HE KOMNjYTOPCKM cHCTEM™ 0A
wnes 304-r p.o. 0o unew 45 cTas 1 0 KPUBHHHHOT JAK0HtK, Na BP3I OCHOBA HA 0BUE YNeNoBN 1
oapeadute on wnenosute 32, 33, 34, 39,44 48, 48-a, 49 « 50 041 KpHauiHHOT 30HMK,

MY CE U3PEKYBA
ANTPHETMBHA MEPKA -YC/NNIOBHA OCYQA
Ha oBeurernor

1.33 NPOAONKEHOTO KpUBMOIOTO deno MPeauIswKyBaia OMpa3a, paifop wiw
HETPNENWBOCT BP3 HAUMONANKME, PACHS, BEPCKA W APYTa AWCKPUMUMATOPKA OCHOBA® OQ “New
319 cras 1 8 8 Ynew 45 cras 1 oa KpuaudHuot saxowmx, MY CE YTBPAYBA xasua sateop 80

Tpaewe oa 8 -ocym Macaum,

2.3a NpPOAONNMEHOTO KPUBMUMOTO AeNO JUupersa Ha pacucTMuKM W kceMooBuen
MaTepujan no Nar Ha KOMAjyTepcku cucrem” of wnes 394 we. co 4ned 45 cras Y oa
Kpummssmot JaxoHnx, MY CE YTBPAYBA kaika 3aT00p 00 Tpaewme o B-ocym Mecouw, na

Cornacho unex 44 cram 1 » cran 2 rouka 2 on K3

MY CE M3PEKYBA

EAMHCTBEHA xajHa 3aTeop w0 Tpaewe oA 1-eqHa ropuMa u woroapemeno ce

Appendix 1
K280/23 Excerpt from Court
ONPENBNYBa A18KA WCTATA HEMA A3 A MIBPWW KO OCYASHHOT 38 DPEME Of 2-A88 IO N0 Ruling K-289/23

NPABOCHNNOCTA KA NPECYAATA He CTOPK HOBO KPUBHHHD AENO.

against Lyupcho

CE 3AfIOMKYBA o0fensaTvor A3 NNATH TPOWOUM BO XpUBIHATE nocranka 8o Georgievski, iSSUG d

naywanes wawoc of 5.500,00 aenape, Ha TPOIOPCKR CMATEE i Ocnoannor cya Burona, HB

Ha PCM, Ha Tpancakumowa cmeixa Bp. 100000000063095, cuerka 1a Gyyercan KopuCHX by the Basic Court

enunka w xopucHie 6p. 2901000073663118, nprxogHa Wwwppa u Nporpama - 72413220, waunu - . .

— 2, 80 pox 04 15 218H3 NO NPABOCMIIMOCT Wit NPECYAATE, COMAcHD CO YneH 105 cram 1 00 In BItOIav RepUbIIC

0PCRD O uNex 102 CTaB 2 TOMKE 6 0/ 33KOHOT 32 KPUBHNHETA NOCTRNKA of North
O6paanoxenne Macedonia.



Appendix 2

Bo MakeaoHuja nma
ABe BOCOYHMU <]|>|f|rypu

Ha BaH4yo Muxajnos,
BTOpaTa e Bo LLiTun

20 Anpwun, 2022 14:22

Wax figure of Ivan Mihaylov in the Museum of the Macedonian Struggle in Shtip.
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Appendix 3

9. No saspwysareto Ha Bropara ceetcka sojua MakeaoHH|a 0AHOBO OCTaNYBa Pacnapyena Ha Tpu gena,
HOB0 € Camo TOa WTO BO AGNOT WTO OCTAHA BO FPAHMUMTE HA Jyrocnasuja e BocnocTaser Boawesnykmn
PEXUM, KOJTO NpUDErHa KoH HOBa ASHAUWOHANU33UM]3, NPOTNACYSEjKM M MBKeAOHCKUTE Byrapw 3a
nocefua ,maneaomcka” Mauuja Ocsen 083, HUWTO APYrO Me Ce NPOMEMYEa; NPOAO/MKYBa A3 Uapyaa
ucTaTa BecnpasHOCT, K3KBa WTO NOCTOSLWE BO BPEMETO Ha CPMCKUOT PeMUM.

Maxef0HCKOTO NPalare NaK OCTaHa HEPAsPEeleHD — Tanso KaKkeo wro Gewe 1 no BankaMckuTe BOjHM,
Cera, NpuTOa, CE NOJABYBAAT U HEKOM HOBM MOMEHTH, KOWLITO FO NPABaT OBA NPAWAarbEe YIITE NOCAOKEHO,

Cover and excerpt from a page of the book “Macedonia: Switzerland of the Balkans” by Ivan
Mihaylov, published in 1995 by “Menora” Publishing House in Skopje. Content of the quoted
page: “After the end of the Second World War, Macedonia once again remained divided into
three parts. The only new development was that in the part that remained within Yugoslavia’s
borders, a Bolshevik regime was established, which initiated a new process of denationalization
by declaring the Macedonian Bulgarians to be a separate ‘Macedonian’ nation. Apart from this,
nothing else changed; the same lawlessness continued to reign, just as it had under the Serbian
regime.”



Appendices 4 and 5

Macedonia:

A SWITZERLAND OF THE BALKANS

By Ivan MINATLOFF

Lranslated by
Christ Anastasoff

(Tranclated from the original Dulzarian manuscript)
With wn fvtroduetion by

Iir. John Bakeless
Frofessar of Journalism, New York University

TPEARLSTONRE PURLISHING COMPANY
St. Lewis, Mo, 1950

Original covers of the first editions (1950, USA) of Ivan Mihaylov’s book “Macedonia:
Switzerland of the Balkans”, in Bulgarian and English.



